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nomic market is especially striking. In their own field
they fully recognize the great significance of legal insti­
tutions-procedure-as against the substantive content
of law in protecting the liberty of the subject.
The issue is no longer one of the general theory of the
essential character of major economic decisions made by
political organizations, which involves broad delegation
of power to experts who cannot be disciplined by those
for whom they act. As individual freedom is being
challenged because we are no longer indifferent to diver­
sity of views, we get an indic�tion of what may happen
when the state becomes the principal employer or deter­
mines the conditions of employment. The privilege
against self-incrimination may not be an important pro­
tection of freedom. But any legal protection of this gen­
eral type will become an empty piece of ceremonial
apparatus when its exercise and protection is accompa­
nied by the loss of one's livelihood. This may increase
our esteem for martyrdom, but martyrs are not always
rewarded in this world.
We can learn much in this context from the acute ob­
servations of a recent comprehensive review of the
privilege against self-incrimination. Without access to
books and records, we are told: "The enforcement of
complicated regulation would break down and would
involve additional costs not easily met in a period when
the government is assuming staggering commitments.
It is not surprising that a majority of the Supreme Court
was convinced that the application of the privilege to re­
quired records is a luxury which a welfare-state cannot
afford."22 Economists cannot distinguish between lux­
uries and necessities; other necessities may become mere
luxuries which the welfare state cannot afford. Courts
cannot provide satisfactory alternative areas of employ­
ment and promotion.
It is not essential to demonstrate that there is only one
road to serfdom or that a particular road must inevitably
lead to a specified destination. Some institutions are
more flexible than others. We must choose those which
minimize the risks of undesirable consequences.
The Law School Entertains
The University of Chicago Law School was host at a
cocktail party on Thursday, June 11, to all the delegates
attending the annual meeting of the Illinois State Bar
Association. More than two hundred lawyers from all
over the state attended the party at the Hotel Orlando.
The occasion marked the conclusion of the Fiftieth
Anniversary celebration of the School. Representing The
Law School at the annual meeting were Dean Edward
H. Levi, Bernard Meltzer, Sheldon Tefft, Karl Llewel­
lyn, Soia Mentschikoff, and James M. Ratcliffe.
22 Bernard D. Meltzer, "Required Records, the McCarran Act, and
the Privilege against Self-incrimination," 18 University of Chicago
Lato Review 728 (1951).
While in Chicago tor the Fiftieth Anniversary Con­
vocation, Joseph W. Bingham '04, who addressed the Con­
vocation Banquet, met many at the present generation
at law students. He is shown here with three June grad­
uates (left to right): lean Allard, Ruth Miner, and
George Beall.
At the Conference on "Freedom and the Law" Alex­
ander Meiklejohn and his son, University of Chi­
cago College Associate Professor Donald Meiklejohn,
greet students, while onlooker Professor Malcolm P.
Sharp seems pleased.
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